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Throughout its final flight, IR655 was in radio contact with various air
traffic control services using standard civil aviation frequencies, and had
spoken in English to Bandar Abbas Approach Control seconds before the
Vincennes launched its missiles. According to the U.S. Navy investigation
the Vincennes at that time had no equipment suitable for monitoring civil
... .aviation frequencies, other than the International Air Distress frequency
The official ICAO report stated that ten attempts were made to contact Iran
Air flight 655: seven on military frequencies and three on commercial
frequencies, addressed to an "unidentified Iranian aircraft” and giving its
speed as 350 knots (650 km/h), which was the ground speed of the aircraft
their radar reported. The crew of the Iran Air 655, however, would have seen
a speed of 300 knots (560 km/h) on their controls, which was their
indicated airspeed, possibly leading them to conclude that the Vincennes
was talking to another aircraft. Both Sides and Vincennes tried contacting
flight 655 on several civilian and military frequencies

HEVSTP

The Italian navy and another US warship, the frigate Sides, confirmed that
the plane was climbing—not diving to attack—at the time of the missile
strike. The U.S. radio warnings were only broadcast on 121.5 MHz, not air
traffic control frequencies and mistakenly identified the altitude and
position of the plane, so the Airbus crew, if they were monitoring "guard,
could have misinterpreted the warnings as referring to another aircraft.
Captain David Carlson of the Sides later said that the destruction of the
"airliner "marked the horrifying climax to Rogers' aggressiveness
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Craig, Morales & Oliver, in a slide presentation published in M.I.T's Spring
2004 Aeronautics & Astronautics as the "USS Vincennes Incident”,
commented that Captain Rogers had "an undeniable and unequivocal
tendency towards what I call 'picking a fight" On his own initiative, Rogers
moved the Vincennes 50 miles (80 km) northeast to join the USS
Montgomery. An angry Captain Richard McKenna, Chief of Surface Warfare
for the Commander of the Joint Task Force, ordered Rogers back to Abu
Musa, but the Vincennes helicopter pilot, Lt Mark Collier, followed the
‘Iranian speedboats as they retreated north, eventually taking some fire
the Vincennes jumps back into the fray. Heading towards the majority of..
the speedboats, he is unable to get a clear target. Also, the speedboats are
now just slowly milling about in their own territorial waters. Despite clear
information to the contrary, Rogers informs command that the gunboats
are gathering speed and showing hostile intent and gains approval to fire
upon them at 0939. Finally, in another fateful decision, he crosses the
12-nautical-mile (22 km) limit off the coast and enters illegally into Iranian
.waters
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